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The “Purpose” Of A Group Like Ours
!

As I sat pondering what to write for this edition of Straight Down The Line, with
only about twenty four hours till deadline, I got a text from a fellow member of
the group that said he was about to go in for triple bypass surgery. To save
adding to his health woes by embarrassing him, I won’t identify him beyond
referring to him as the “patient”, however his many friends in the Aus7 Modellers
Group will know exactly who I’m talking about. At the time of writing I have no
idea how his surgery will turn out but I felt a shiver run down my spine when he
mentioned “bypass surgery“, because it took me back to my own bout with this
type of surgery almost 10 years ago.
The patient is one of life’s true gentlemen: thoughtful, kind and great company,
with one of the best “bullshit” radars I’ve ever known. His capacity to identify and
deftly label my own bullshit is quite legendary. On a number of occasions I stood
watching while we were exhibiting various layouts over the years as he took the
time to talk to and engage with small children with a patience and gentleness
that I often lack. I always thought it was a shame he never got the chance to be
a father but that never happened for a whole host of reasons. He’d have made a
great teacher and/or father but working with wood and restoring musical
instruments was his chosen career path and he was as passionate about this as
he was about the other great love of his life: O-scale model trains. I met the
patient through my involvement in this group and I consider him to be one of my
best friends. So if anyone ever asks me why a group such as the Aus7
Modellers Group exists I won’t have to think much beyond the friendships I’ve
made over the years to satisfy myself that the benefits are self evident.
What came to mind as I sat pondering my sick friend was a sense of sadness as
it dawned on me that he would never achieve his “grand design”, an enormous
layout he’d planned over the course of many years but never found the time to
make a start on. I vividly remember when he told me he’d bring the plan for this
project to a Forum. I stood back in awe as he rolled out a truly gargantuan scale
plan of the proposed layout. When I suggested the possibility of a bit of judicious
trimming of this grand plan I discovered that no compromise was possible: this
was the plan and this was what would be built! As his health deteriorated over
the past few years the patient has gradually divested himself of his collection of
beloved locomotives. A painful process I’m sure. However what I always
admired in his attitude was that, in spite of the fact that he never got to build his
grand design, he never once complained about this turn of events, well not
within my hearing. Things may not have turned out the way he would have
chosen but this has never reduced his interest in the hobby nor his fascination
with the models.
I’ve often encouraged Aus7 members to get in and do some modelling or give
something new a try, more often than not in the pages of this magazine.
However I would be at pains to point out that one of the true gifts of a group like
this is the people you meet and the friendships you form. The friendship I’ve
received from the patient over the years is one of the true gifts of a group like
ours. I wish him well and a quick and speedy recovery.
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Roger Porter continues his
fascination with rail motors of the
NSWGR by scratchbuilding a
model of the one and only CHP
38 also known as Creamy Kate.
You too can build one with the
help of his artical in this issue.
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Building Creamy Kate
by Roger Porter
PROTOTYPE NOTES
In 1934, the NSW Railways introduced a one-of-a-kind railmotor as a development of the successful and
numerous 42 foot railmotors introduced some years earlier which later took on the CPH coding. The new railmotor
had a bodylength of 55 feet, was initially fitted with two Leyland petrol engines, and was coded as Railmotor 38.
This railmotor quickly acquired the nick-name of “Creamy Kate”, because when introduced it carried a cream livery
with blue lining. No 38 retained the Creamy Kate nick-name for its entire life, even long after being repainted in the
standard red with yellow lining.
No.38 spent its life well away from Sydney, working at variously Tamworth, Werris Creek, Dubbo, Narrandera, and
the Riverina area. The car underwent a few alterations and re-codings during its life, and finished up working from
Cowra , where it was finally coded as CHP 38. In 1958, the Leyland engines were replaced with two GM 6-71
engines. CHP 38 was condemned in 1983.
Along with Railmotor 38, the Eveleigh Carriage Workshops also built a matching one-of-a-kind trailer car. This car
was initially coded as Trailer 81.
The trailer car 81 was also subject
to some alterations, and in 1958
was sent to Sutherland where it
finished its working life marshalled
between two CPH’s, and
confusingly carried the code of
FT 551. I say confusingly because
the code FT was also applied to
some “Comet” trailers, and the
“500” series oftrailers were cars of
quite different appearance.
In about 1967, FT 551 had its
crown lights removed whilst at
Sutherland, and CHP 38 had its
crown lights removed at about the
same time. Whilst both of my
railmotor and trailer cars have
been modelled without crown
lights, it’s doubtful if they ever
both ran coupled together in that
form.

WHY BUILD A MODEL OF CREAMY KATE.
Creamy Kate ( CK ) spent its life well away from the heavily populated areas of the state. Being a “one-off” orphan,
it was not oftenphotographed, unlike the more numerous and popular CPH
railmotors. So it seemed unlikely that a kit or R-T-R model of CK would be introduced any time soon. Rightly or
wrongly, the element of exclusivity can be important to a scratchbuilder. Having previously made a model of a 400
class railmotor, the mechanism and methods
of construction for CK would not be breaking any new ground. Whilst I would have liked to build a 620 / 720 two
car railmotor set, I was put off by the slightly curved bodysides, and all of those windows with rounded corners.
Conversely, CK had nice straight bodysides, and a lot fewer windows with easy to form square corners. Also, it
had a large luggage compartment with no windows, which was an ideal space to hide a motor, decoder, and
speaker.
So putting all of those thoughts together, it seemed that Creamy Kate would be a good choice for a scratchbuilding
project, without too many anticipated difficulties.

4

Summer 2016-2017

7th Heaven

RESEARCH AND PLAN.
The first step is to gather all of the photo’s and diagrams of Creamy Kate that one can find. you may like to try
these sources,.......
* The Train Hobby Publication “ Railmotor Profile—NSW Railmotors”, from the ARHS bookshop.
* “Rail Motors and XPT’s”,..by David Cooke, from the ARHS. This book is currently out of print, but copies
occasionally turn up on the ARHS second hand book list.
* “Rail Motor and Trailer Plans of the NSWGR”....a book of departmental diagrams, possibly from the ARHS.
Some of the departmental car diagrams are somewhat “sketchy”, but those for CK are very good indeed.
( Departmental drawing No. 37686 C )
* Try googling “creamy kate railmotor”, and a lot of photo’s and info will come up. You should also come across
the departmental diagram mentioned above.
* I stumbled across some good photo’s of CK by trawling back through the RTM and ARHS calendars going back
a few years.
* The Railmotor Society at Paterson may have some plans and photo’s of CK. Try googling them.
Having collected what information is available, the next step is to prepare a very basic plan as a guide to cutting up
styrene. This doesn’t need to be a pretty picture, but it must show the basic bodyside , body end shapes, bogie
centres, roof, and all to the scale of 7 mm = 1’-0”,.or 1:43.54.
If you have access to a photocopy machine with stepless enlarging and reducing function, by trial and error you
can produce a satisfactory working plan to 7 mm scale by manipulating the diagram referred to above.
Failing that, you’ll need to draw a plan. Start by drawing a rectangle to represent the body side. The dimension for
the length is shown on the diagram, and the height is scaled from the overall height shown on the diagram.
Positions of windows and doors can be scaled from the diagram,or scaled from some of the photographs. As you
progress, it will all come together.

BODY SHELL ASSEMBLY
Describing how to make the body sides is difficult. It’s one of those things where one just needs to take a deep
breath and give it a go. Start by cutting a piece of 1.0 mm styrene to the same length and height as the body side,
as determined from the basic sketch plan that was prepared earlier. With a sharp pencil and straight edge, mark
out on the styrene the positions of the doors and windows. Then, using a nibbler, cut out the door and window
apertures. I know that’s over simplifying the process, but that’s really the essence of the task.
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To cut out the windows, you must use a
suitable nibbler. To attempt to do so without
this tool will result in disaster. The nibbler
needs a 5 or 6 mm hole to start, and then
progressively cuts out a hole for the window
with clean sharp square corners with no burrs.
The nibbler can be purchased from
MicroMark, part No. 81477, or JayCar, part
No. TH 1768.
Continue the cut out process for the angled
end panels of the car, which are also from 1.0
mm styrene. Some of the small mouldings
around the windows and door openings can
now be added, using photo’s as a guide for
size and position. Evergreen Strip sizes that
are used are .010” x .040”,...010” x .060”,...
010” x .080”, and .040” x
060” These are Evergreen Cat No.s 102, 103,
104, and 143 respectively. Other sizes will be used for the letterboards and smaller details.
The ceiling panel can now be cut, this will be from 1.0 mm styrene, and will be the same size as the previously cut
chassis panel. The ceiling panel will be fitted inside the body side panels. All of these parts can be laid out as
shown in the photograph.
The body side panels, the angled end panels, and the ceiling panel can now be assembled into a bodyshell, as
shown in the photographs. Note that the chassis panel must be kept separate, and will later on be screwed to six
blocks of 6 x 6 mm styrene glued inside the lower body sides.
BOGIES AND MOTOR.
The bogies are built around a universal drive kit produced
by the P & D Hobby Shop in the US. The contents
of the kit are shown in the photo. The catalogue number
of this kit is “2300 K “, and you’ll find P & D Hobbies
at www.pdhobbyshop.com. These kits are intended as
re-motorising kits for “O” scale US loco’s , and can be
made into any two-axle ( or maybe 3 axle ) bogies of any
wheelbase. The parts of the kit can be purchased
individually, and for this application you won’t need the
chain driven gear tower, but you will need to order
an additional centre transmission gearbox, part no. PDD
04600.
The bolster of the bogie is cut from a piece of 25 x 25 x
1.5 mm wall square steel tube, to which is bolted two
strips of 12 mm x 1.5 mm brass which support the axles.
I used 6 BA screws for that, and to assemble the
bogie, the wheels must be pressed off, assemble the
brass strips, then pressed back on. For electrical pick-up,
Slater’s plunger pick-ups are used on one side, and for the other side the whole bogie frame is “alive”.
The bogie side frames are from the
Waratah BWF wagon kit.The side
frames are attached to the bogies with
styrene blocks. Sandboxes are
attached to the side frames adjacent to
the outer axles of each bogie. The
trailer car uses the complete bogie from
the BWF kit. The bogies supplied with
the Waratah BWF are very close to the
2QG bogies fitted to Creamy Kate and
its trailer.
The massive Pittman motor supplied
with the kit is a bit of an overkill for this
6
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ROOF
Modelling a roof can be a real problem us. I’ve tried different methods with varying degrees of success, but this
method seemed to work very well for me. The principle is more-or-less just like planking a model boat, but upside
down.
Following the sequence of the photographs, firstly glue 3 mm ply formers at about 50 mm centres along the length
of the roof. When cutting the formers, remember to allow for the thickness of the planks.
The planks were left over from a boat kit, they are nice straight grained timber, fairly hard, but I don’t recall the
species. As I recall, the planks are about 2.5 or 3.0 mm wide, and about 1.5 or 2.0 mm thick. The planks are narrow
enough to follow the curve of the roof, and thick enough to provide good contact area for edge on edge gluing and
provide enough meat for sanding. If you have difficulty finding suitable planks, try a model boat specialist, as the
model boat guys are very particular about their wood.
When fitting the planks, it can help if they can be sanded slightly wedge-shaped to reduce the gap on the outside of
the curved roof. When fully planked and dried, sand the roof to produce a smooth curve. Blocks are then fitted to
fill in the curved ends of the roof, and sanded to produce a smooth profile.
After the roof had been fine sanded, it was given 3 or 4 coats of a gap filling sanding sealer, with a fine sand
between coats. Then it was given a light coat of Tamiya Grey Primer from a spray can. The primer will show up any
gaps between the planks, which are then filled with Squadron Putty or similar. A final fine sand, and a good coat of
Tamiya Primer will result in a smooth and strong roof.

CHASSIS
The chassis in this case couldn’t be simpler. From the basic outline plan that you’ve prepared, cut a piece of 2 mm
styrene to the floor plan dimensions, subtracting 1.0 mm from all sides to allow for the 1.0 mm styrene bodysides
which will sit on the outside of the chassis. Note that there will be cutouts in the chassis to clear the doors which sit
inside the bodysides. The chassis will feel very flexible at this stage, but when it’s screwed to the bodyshell, the
whole structure becomes very rigid.
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The bogies and motor can now be mounted onto the chassis. The motor is mounted slightly off-centre
longitudinally to clear the partition between the saloon and the centre guard’s compartment. The motor is
mounted in a hole in the chassis, partly above the chassis, and partly below. The mounting brackets that comewith
the motor can be used, and packed with blocks of styrene to get the correct height. The motor must be mounted
low enough to minimise the angular displacement of the drive shafts, but high enough to still allowfor detailing of
the two engines. No photo’s or details of the engines were available, so I’ve had to make some assumptions there,
by representing the engines with grey styrene shapes. Fortunately there are some prominent exhaust pipes and air
inlet pipes which partly hide those inaccuracies. Cut outs in the chassis plate will be required to allow the drive
shafts to pass through, noting that these cut outs must be big enough to provide
clearance for the drive shafts during bogie swing.

DECODER AND WIRING.
The decoder that I’ve used is a Loksound XL V 3.5. This decoder is capable of handling the current drawnby the
large Pittman motor. The Loksound XL V 3.5 decoder has been superseded by the Loksound XL V 4.0 If you elect
to use a smaller motor, then a lighter duty decoder would be suitable.
Gary from the Model Railway Craftsman at Blacktown may be able to assist with the choice of a decoder, and
installation of a suitable sound file. The CPH sound file is probably the closest that’s available for Creamy Kate, as
they both used the same GM 6-71 engines, although CK used two engines to the CPH’s one engine.
The speaker used in CK is a JayCar AS 3030, fitted into a speaker enclosure from Model “O” Kits. The photo of
the model “split open” shows the layout and wiring for the decoder, speaker, and lights. The headlights use a 3 mm
“proto-white” LED, and the marker lights use a 2 mm red / white “tower” LED from DCC Concepts.
For this model, I elected to use a much simplified allocation of functions. When the car is travelling...say....forwards,
the headlight, white marker lights, and driver’s cab light at the front are all lit, together with the red marker lights at
the rear end. When the car’s direction is reversed, all of those lights automatically reverse. This avoids having to go
through the procedure of
manually re-selecting
those lights when
reversing the direction of
travel. This method
works well for a single
unit railcar, but would
not be suitable for a
locomotive.The saloon
lights are controlled by a
separate function, and
are not affected by the
car’s reversal. The
circuit diagram shows
the wiring connections to
the decoder.
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FINAL DETAILS.
* GLAZING. Nothing looks as good for glass as real glass. in this case I used 25 x 75 x 1.0 mm thick microscope
slide glass. It came from a scientific instrument supplier. Google will list several suppliers. The glass slides were
cut with a diamond tipped scriber ( MicroMark part No. 10105 ) using the “score-and-snap” method. This produced
about a 50 % success rate, as glass cutting is a real art. Never be tempted to use the 0.15 mm thick cover slips.
They are dangerous and shatter when attempting cuts. One of the 75 mm slides can cover up to 3 or 4 windows,
and they’re secured from behind with Micro Kristal Kleer.
* SEATING. The seats in the passenger saloon are those supplied in the FO end platform car kit by O-Aust Kits.
Note that there are seats with LH arm rests, RH arm rests, and no arm rests.
* RADIATORS. There is a good photo of the roof mounted radiators in David Cooke’s “Railmotors and XPT’s “
book. The radiator sections are each made up of eleven laminations of .010” styrene strip in alternate widths of 3.5
and 2.0 mm
This provides the effect of fins on the radiator cores. The curved blocks on the ends of the cores are carved from
styrene blocks, and the interconnecting pipework is from variously 1.6, 1.2, and 0.8 mm brass wire. 8 BA and 10
BA brass nuts were drilled out to simulate pipe fittings.
* COWCATCHERS. The cowcatchers were made from scrap strips from brass etches soldered together. The
strips were typically 1.6 mm wide. To produce the correct shape and angles, a hardwood block was carved onto
which the brass strips were laid whilst soldering them. I don’t think that the angles are quite correct, but given the
life that they led, many railmotor cowcatchers were somewhat misshapen.
* HANDRAILS. On a HO model, one can get away with bending the ends of wire handrails over by 90* and poke
the ends into holes. But this doesn’t work in “O” scale. This model uses medium length HO handrail stanchions
which were drilled out to accept 0.5 mm brass wire.
* MISC FITTINGS. The headlight castings, marker light castings, and horns are from O-Aust kits. The roof
ventilators, screw couplers and air hoses came from the junk box. The windscreen wipers were soldered from
scrap brass.
* PAINTING. The car body was painted with “Railey Paints” Indian Red ( No 103 ) to which was added a slurp of
yellow and a dash of Signal Red. The roof was painted with Buff ( No. 132 ) with a dash of red added, and a touch
of black . I like Railey Paints, they spray very well, dry almost instantly, stick on well, and dry to a nice lo-sheen
finish. It’s now becoming harder to find.
* DECALS. I can recommend “Signs of all Kinds” from Adelaide for custom made decals. They advertise in
AMRM, and can be contacted on signsoft@bigpond.com .
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Railway Street in O Gauge
Phillip Flynn
This project all came about some
years ago when some friends who
had recently become interested in
modelling in On30 wanted to put a
small exhibition layout together to
show what could be done in this
scale. They asked who would be
interested in getting a few buildings
together for the layout. I put my
hand up as I had not built anything
in O scale at that time and thought it
might be interesting and
challenging.
It was also to see
whether I liked working in this scale,
as I had admired some 7mm O
scale work I had seen in the
modelling press and wondered what
it would be like changing to this
scale where more detail could be
added. Below is a brief description
of how three buildings were
completed and my experiences in
completing them.
The Concept
The small layout, set in Australia,
was to be 1800mm x 1200mm. It
was also to be built so that it could
be viewed from both sides and each
side was to have different scenes.
On one side would be a town scene
and the other a logging scene. The
brief was to build some buildings for
an Australian town scene. I decided
to include a general store, garage/
mechanical repair shop and a
country hall. The photos show these
buildings – some roughly on the
layout being built or on the bench
after completion. The buildings were
to be only 75 mm deep and would
back on to the back scenic board.
Materials Used
Since these were my first O scale
buildings I decided to try some new
techniques.
Picture framing cardboard was used
as the basis for all the buildings.
This was purchased very cheaply as
off cuts from a local picture framing
business.
I had not used this
medium before and it provided a
basis/frame for all the buildings.
Walls were cut out with window and
door spaces removed. However,
make sure you have the windows
and the doors you want to use
before cutting out the space for
these. I had purchased mine after
going on line to see what was
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available and what types of
windows/doors I would need.
Scale corrugated iron sheets were
also purchased and glued to the
cardboard where appropriate
starting from the base on walls (e.g.
garage building) or from the outer
edges of rooves and overlapped.
Scale weatherboard timber was
glued to the cardboard walls for the
general store, once again with the
windows and door spaces removed.
Trying a New Technique
A new technique was tried on the
hall. I made a strip woodcutter from
6mm Perspex and cut up scale
8” (200mm) wide weatherboards
from 1mm thick balsa sheet. The
weatherboards were then painted in
a cream colour and allowed to dry.
They were then cut into appropriate
lengths and sanded lightly.
The
boards were then glued to the thick
cardboard walls starting from the
bottom of the wall, making sure that
the boards ended over a wall stud
and overlapped the board below.
Once the weatherboards were in
place, the windows, doors and
doorframes were installed, but not
before they had been painted (in
this case white).
Floors and Joists
Floors were then installed.
The
timber for the floors, joists, bearers
and stumps were pre-stained with a
mixture of black Indian ink and
rubbing alcohol and allowed to dry.
Floor joists and bearers were then
glued to the timber floors and timber
stumps installed.
Rooves
Rooves were then installed and
where you need to or may wish to
furnish the interior of the building,
the roof should be made removable
by gluing the roof to formers the
shape of the front and rear of the
building, but in from the edge of the
building and roof. (See diagram
below).
Base for the Building
The building was then glued to a
thin sheet of ply about 4mm wider
than the building, except for the rear
edge of the ply sheet which was
made flush with the rear of the
Summer 2016-2017

building as this was going hard up
against the sky board on the layout.
The ply provides a solid base, which
can be located into the scenery and
removed at a later date if needed.
Then set about placing vegetation
around the building. This was a
mixture of Noch and Woodland
Scenics materials as well as dry
rope for some long dry weeds
Detailing
Following the attachment of the
building to the base, detailing
began. As can be seen from the
photos various decals, items and
figures were purchased. The figures
were painted, weathered and placed
in position. They were weathered
by being washed in a diluted wash
of Indian ink and rubbing alcohol to
highlight the clothing creases and
other features of the figure. The
rooves and corrugated iron were
treated to resemble rust with
individual sheets being treated
individually. Decals of advertising
signs were placed on the buildings
as well as some printed from the
computer. I was indulgent in placing
my name as proprietor on one of the
buildings. The buildings were then
weathered generally with chalks and
diluted Indian ink washes.
Summary
The exercise was certainly
interesting and allowed me to
experiment with a larger scale,
which I enjoyed; and allowed me to
try some techniques new to me.
Had the space on the layout been
larger, a good ‘watering hole’ may
have been built and included on
Railway Street.
Building in this scale allows for a
higher level of detail.
The buildings, I feel, capture the
atmosphere of a small Australian
town and that was my initial brief
and objective.
Unfortunately I only have one of the
buildings now because after
completing them the layout was
displayed only once but never
completed. The buildings were
retrieved from the layout. However,
as I had a house move after this
with limited space to store them, two
were sold and hopefully they are
being put to good use on other
layouts.
11
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Headlights for Diesel Locomotives. A Different Approach.
By Dave Pallas.

Most of us when building locos like to add working
headlights and marker lights. In the past we have been
limited to using globes for headlights and red LEDS for
marker lights. In recent years this has changed for the
availability of reasonably priced white LEDS. Today we
are spoilt for choice with the LEDs coming in warm white
for steam era and early diesels and bright white for the
more modern diesels. Also the range of sizes means we
can find an LED to fit in almost any situation. Also add
there are now 0.8mm red/white LEDs available for
marker lamps.
Another product to hit the market is LED strip lights.
These come in rolls of either 300 or 600 LEDs per 5m.
When building a customer’s Bergs 48 I came to adding
working headlights. Being an early 48 it was fitted with
incandescent globes for headlights. So I required warm
white LEDs for the job. Having been mucking around
with LED strip lights for my layout as well as building
lighting an idea came to me. Why not use the strip light
LEDS as headlights.
Materials required are warm white LED strip lights, hook
up wire and your favourite dropping resistor as shown in
photo 1. I used 1K. The strip lights come in several
different size LED chip, for this project I used the 3528
chip as shown in photo 2.
First step is to de-solder the required number of LED’s
from the strip. For this project I used 2 LEDS for each
headlight. I found it easier to hold the LED with a pair of
pliers and use the soldering iron to melt the solder and
push the strip away from the LED. Test to make sure the
LED is still working. Photo 3
For the next step I found it easier to use a piece of blue
tack to hold the LEDS. You may now solder them
together in either series or parallel or + - + - or - + + - .
Once soldered together add the hook up wires. Photo 4
Photo 5 shows the finished headlight.
Photo 6 shows the result. Also remember to test the
LEDs as you go along as too much heat can destroy
them. I went through 6 LEDs to get 2 working
headlights. Also the spacing of the LEDs was an almost
perfect match to the spacing of the 48 headlights. So a
just glued them in place with a bit of 5 minute araldite.
You could also use this method for other locos fitted with
twin beam headlights.
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The Store Shed or a Placekeeper Replacement
John Garaty
In some of the few known photos of the bottom end of

the old 2’ gauge Corrimal Colliery Incline between the
tipple deck and the standard gauge tracks, just to west
of the screens building was a rather basic building.
When researching the history of this part of the incline,
we were unable to find a definitive answer for what that
building’s purpose was – so we called it “the store
shed”. No, not the type of a store where you go to buy
stuff, but a place where equipment like lubricants, paint
and other useful stuff for the bottom end of the incline
might be kept under cover.
In the photographs the store shed doesn’t appear to be
all that big a building, So this doesn’t have to be that big
an article for 7th Heaven. In fact, in all the known
photographs, there is only photographic evidence of two
of the four walls. Never mind the locomotive, that’s the
store shed behind the locomotive

A final tip – don’t discard the folded-up edges of these
corrugated styrene sheets. It makes excellent ridge cap
sheets or bargeboards for the end of this basic type of
building. This light styrene “angle” can be bent to match
any roof angle as shown below. The trick is with these
border offcuts is to trim them to width and then give
then a light touch with a small file/sandpaper to remove
any fine flash attached to the outer edge of the border.
It takes about 15 seconds for a light swipe with either to
get rid of the slightly upturned edge at the outer edge of
the border. They can also be easily folded to match
your roofing angles, before they are glued in place with
a solvent type glue.

Photo from the now defunct Illawarra Coke website – Photo
has appeared in Light Railways #60 “Corrimal Colliery
Railway” and is attributed to the NSW PTC Archive (undated
and no file details available))

The concept of making a basic placekeeper and then
later replacing it with a more detailed building is not
new. We had squeezed the trackplan to fit the bottom
end of the incline onto two 1400 mm by 600 mm
modules. We now had to fit in the store shed.
The first attempt was a bit too wide to get wagons past
to the yet-to-be-built screens building. At the second
attempt – with a bit more of a “squeeze-factor” applied
we arrived at the situation shown in photo1.
So now we have a placekeeper that fits, but it is in the
wrong place. If we move the stores shed back so that
the front landing lines up with the level of the incline. It
now looks a lot better.
Now replace the place holder with some basic styrene
construction that just might look like wall framing. We
get Photo 2. Now apply some corrugated styrene sheet
from Model O Kits to clad the walls. After a waft of silver
frost, a dusting of coal dust, and some stores for the
store, we're done at photo 3.
14
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Postcards from Toronto
Part Four

By Stephen Reynolds

Photo 2
Photo 1

It`s been a while now since we visited Toronto and when
we left the basic station building had been constructed
with the roof positioned, windows and doors installed.
Now to the smaller details that bring the structure to life.
The Awning Brackets
There are eight awnings brackets (see photo 2) and
they had to be evenly spaced along the length of the
building. This was fine but the trouble was, evenly
spaced they fouled windows or doorways so a little bit of
adjustment was required where this occurred and it was
not noticeable.See Photo 3

Photo 3

Trying to construct the brackets as per the prototype
proved to be a nightmare and failure on my part. Try as I
may, using jigs and so forth I had very limited success in
making the brackets out of angled styrene and in the
end gave up and ended up constructing a more straight
forward bracket.
I was not all that concerned as I knew that very little of
the top part of the bracket would show up under the
awning. Of course if I had been aware at the time I
would have used one of the laser cut manufacture`s
brackets now avaible. Photo 4.

Photo 4

You may be wondering about those thin wide brass
strips coming out from the wall. These support the
underside of the awning as I did not want the weight of
the awning roof to be just supported by the styrene
brackets. Once again they are hidden up under the
awning and can’t be seen.
News Stand
At the Eastern end of the station building, squeezed in
between this and the steps was a news stand or that is
what I am led to believe. I had measured this area
some years previous and it ran 13 ft wide, the same as
the station building x 5ft long and sloped down to 9 ft
above ground level. The news stand was positioned
under this awning and the awning is still there today.
7th Heaven

Summer 2016-2017

Photo 5

15

In later years this area was used by a paper boy to stand
under cover or there may have been a more substantial
structure. I have seen a photo of a rather unattractive
large steel container/shed under the awning that was
around a foot too wide past the sloping roof.
Whatever the true use of this space I decided to use
modeller’s license and construct my own news stand.
Photo 5 .
I have always liked the news stand Troel Kirk has on his
layout and decided to construct something similar. I even
made it a foot wider than the awning like the ugly steel
container. Photo 6 . Photo by Troel Kirk
Steps

Photo 6

Like the news stand I had measured the steps. They are
11 ft wide, have a tread of 1 ft and a rise of 6 inches,
approximately. By counting the number of steps I was
able to work out the height of the stairs from the platform.
This turned out to be a blessing, giving me a datum point
for the road that runs above the station.
The steps were constructed as one unit out of balsa and
given a light coat of plaster to represent concrete. The
brickwork at the sides was from one of my own plaster
casting. Photo 7. Photo by Ruth Garbutt.
Chimneys.
Photo 7

The top part of the roof and the chimneys are the only
part of the station one sees when standing on the road,
looking North out over Lake Macquarie. As such they
are very prominent and scream out to be modelled.
Photo 8.
Many years ago I had made a R T V rubber mould of a
combination of a Walthers and a Grandt Line chimney. I
used builders bog for the casting resin and this works
fine for small castings like these and have also used
casting plaster with equally good results. Photo 9& 10
PVA glue was used to bond both sides and clamped
together. Photo 11.

Photo 8

Photo 10

Photo 9

Photos by Stephen Reynolds unless indicated
otherwise.
Photo 11
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SHOWCASE
Two more photos of Stephen Reynolds’ Toronto. Both display a mastery of colour and detail
that brings all of his modelling work to life. Photos by Ruth Garbutt.
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Commercial	 News
Trevor	 Hodges
ModelOKits
ModelOKits, PO Box 379, Sydney, NSW, 1700, (02)
97073390, 0404935663, http://www.modelokits.com &
sales@modelokits.com have provided details on the
progress of several projects. The new, injection moulded
S truck kits were being packed at the time of writing so
should be on sale by the time members read this. The 59
class is underway: tooling is being built and it is hoped
that the pilot will be in Australia by the end of February or
early March. It will be available for viewing at the next
Forum. The 442 kit should be ready for sale by late April/
early May, 2017. The LHG should be available in April,
2017.
News on new or previously announced projects is: the
TRC drawings are complete so the pilot for this kit will
be commenced shortly. While there remains quite a bit
of work to complete on the FS and BS carriages they
should be available in the second half of 2017. Work
has commenced on a laser cut two storey hotel and a
timber coaling stage.

Signals Branch
Signals Branch via its Shapeways shop web site at
https://www.shapeways.com/shops/signalsbranch and
at rpilgrim@bigpond.net.au and by phone at 02 9543
0970 has passed on the news of several new additions
to the line. These are: Code 100 and 125 rail sleeper
plates in packs of 500, 4 bolt fishplates in packs of 200,
4 hole fishplates in packs of 200 (no bolts – scenic
detail beside the track), 6 bolt fishplates in packs of
200, mob of sheep, sprue of 64 (not wagon loads,
individual), a NSWGR standard platform level signal
box in left and right hand door versions, detail parts for
the platform level signal box – left and right hand door
(windows, doors, gutter, water tank, downpipe and
insulators on timber beam),NSWGR C32 class funnel
and steam dome – ¼” mounting peg, NSWGR Standard
Goods (D50, D53 and D55 Class) funnel and steam
dome – ¼” mounting peg and parts for a 7mm Scale
NSWR rivetted water tank.

Editor’s Rant

Once again it has been a struggle to gather
together enough suitable material for the
magazine and I have had to call in favours from

past and regular authors and even rerun the item

opposite as a filler. Great to see Phillip Flynn
stepping up. How about some more of you doing
the same for the next issue?

The End
Paul Chisholm
Does your train have that finishing touch. No, I don’t
mean a great paint job or weathering but a simple
detail that I find is absent more often than not. I’m
talking about a tail disc. These were simple metal
plates attached to lamp irons on the last vehicle of the
train, generally but not always the brake van, when
trains had such things. Until the removal of brake vans
all trains and light engines operating on running lines
on the NSWGR were required to carry a tail disc on
the last vehicle to inform signalmen, fettlers, shunters
etc. that the train was complete and had not parted.
These discs were either round or triangular. The round
discs were for trains travelling on single lines. The
front was painted white but the back had a black cross
which was used to indicate that a special train would
be travelling in the opposite direction. The triangular
disc (a contradiction in terms??) was used on double
track lines. The front was white and the back red,
being displayed when a special train was following.
In practice the single/double line distinction seems to
have been rather loosely observed and most of the
time the disc displayed was triangular regardless. I
don‘t think I ever saw the back displayed.
These can be easil modelled from styrene, the round
being produced with a leather hole punch. I can’t give
you any dimensions but reference to some
photographs will get you close enough. Attachment
methods depend on your model but if lamp irons are
not fitted a small hole drilled in the end of the vehicle
near the bottom will allow a fine wire attached to the
back of the model disc to slide in. That way they can
be easily removed when required. Why not give your
train the finishing touch?

Send Me Something Please
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Fine Scale 1:43.5 (7mm) O Scale kits

ING
M
COSOON

442 Class
Locomotive
Available Quarter 2 2017
- Dual motor
- Resin/White metal/brass kit
- Price to be confirmed

LFX & BX “Dogbox” Passenger Carriages
Pilot models now available for viewing.

Price $495 per kit.

Kits Available Quarter 2 2017

The WaratahFineModel
Railway Company
Scale 1:43.5 (7mm) O Scale kits
ULTIMATE “S” WAGON KIT

BLE
AVAILAW
O
N

Introducing our high quality, highly detailed
S wagon kit with injection moulded body
components, our brass and white metal
detail items and Waratah prototype wheel
sets. Quality, detail and easy to assemble .
(Excludes buffers and couplers)

Price $85 per kit
BLE
AVAILAW
NO

N.S.W.G.R HG GUARDS VANS

Twin Compartment
Single Compartment Middle Window

Price $259 per kit

Single Compartment

N.S.W.G.R LHG GUARDS VAN
LHG Kit under development.
- Kits available Quarter 2 2017
- Hi quality etch brass, white metal
& plastic multi media kit.

Price to be confirmed.

Our showroom at Yagoona is now open. For opening hours visit our website.
Visit our new website & online store at www.modelokits.com
Telephone: 0404 935 663
Email: sales@modelokits.com
Now incorporating the full range of Waratah MRC, O-Aust Kits & Model O Kits products

7th Heaven
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DJH Modelloco UK
- Fine Detailed Brass & White Metal Kits
1:43.5 (7mm) O Scale kits
ModelOkits are pleased to announce the production of the

NSWGR D59 Class Locomotives
In fine scale 7mm kits and Batch Build Ready-to-run.

Coal Burning Version

Oil Burning Version

Expected delivery of the pilot models will be end of February 2017.
- Batch built RTR will be in lots of 10 at a time. therefore first in, first delivered.
are fully built/running/tested, Includes number plates , decals,
standard paint (black), working lights, DCC interface (plug-in).
-

slow running , real coal, detailed back head.
Specific paint requests may/will incur additional charges.
6’

N.S.W.G.R 36 CLASS BELPAIRE LOCOMOTIVE
Limited Extra Stock available at $1,799
Kit builds available for $3700 (including kit)

N.S.W.G.R (AD) 60 CLASS BEYER GARRATT
- Price $2,599
- Limited additional kits in stock and available
- Kit builds available $5700 (including kit)
Visit us at www.modelokits.com Telephone: 0404 935 663 email: sales@modelokits.com

